Evolution on islands differs in 2 number of important ways from evolution on mainland areas,
Ower millions of years of isolarion, cxn;;r.'ptiumi and somerimes bizarre mammals evolved on islands,
such as pig-sized elephants and hippos, giant rats and gorilla-sized lemurs thar would have been
formidable o their mainkind ancestors,

This rimely and innovative book is the firs o offer 3 much-needed synchesis of recent advances in

the exciting field of the evolution and extinction of fossil insular placental mammals. It provides
comprehensive overview of current knowledge on fossil island mammals worldwide, ranging from the
Olligocene w the onset of the Holocene.

The buok addresses evolutionary processes and key aspects of insular mammal biology, exemplified by a
variety of fossil species. The authors discuss the human factor in past extinction evenes and loss of insular
bindiversiey, This accessible and richly illustrared textbook is written for graduare level seudents and

: professional researchers in evolutionary biology. palacontology. biogeography, zoology and ecology.

ALEXANDRA VAN DER GEER is an independent researcher, presently guest researchier ar Nauralis,
the National Museum of Nawral History of the Netherlands and at the Department of Geology and
Geoenvironment at the University of Athens, Greece, She publishes on various subjects, including
: insularity, primatology and the relation between humans and animals. Among her previous books are
Animtly in Stone and Hoe dieren op eifanden evolueren,

GEORGE LYRAS is curator of the Museum of Geology and Palacontology of the Universite of
Athens, Greece. His research focuses primarily on the evolution of carnivores and of insular mammals.
He curremly specializes in evolutionary processes of the mammalian skull under strong selective forces,

JOHN DE YOS is curator of the Dubois Collection and the Collection of Pleistocene mammal fossils
Friom the Metherfands and rhe Morth Ses ar Naruralis, the Nagional Musewm of Nagural Flistory of
the Netherlands, His expertise and field of research include the maxonomic, systemaric, geographic and
stratigraphic research of the Pleistocene mammals of Southeast Asia in relation to fossil humans and
Fossil istand Faunas,

MICHAEL DERMITZAKIS is emeritus professor in the Department of Geology and Geoenvironment
at the University of Athens, Greeee, and former vice-rector of the same university. He is a recognized
expert in the ficld of island biogeography of the Acgean Archipelago and the advocare of international
research on the palicoccology of Greek islands,
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