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Boiks of enduring scholarly value

Alter the publication of On the Origin of Species in 1859 Darwin became fascinared withi the
potential for botanical experiments to provide evidence tor the process of evolution. First

publishied in 1877, this volume is based on a series of papers concerning heterostylous

plants (species which produce different types of flowers) originally published in the
jourial af the Procerdings of the Linnaen Soctety I 1863, Linnaens had divided the sexoal

relations of fowers into four groups, which Darwin eses as the strocturs for this

rolume. Darwin - examines in detail plants which: produce different Hower forms,
presenting his conclusions in terins of adaptive evolution and so providing the ficst
tenerional interpretation of beterostyly. He demonstrates thar these plants are adapted
for cross-fertillisation, not self-fertlisation as was widely beligved. The eoncepts which
Darwin introduces in this volume continue to provide the basis for research into plane

reproductive hinlomys,
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