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Books of enduring scholarly valoe

Agnes Arber (1879-rgbo} was a prominent British botanist specialising in plant
mc:rphu]ugg.' and L::_:mp;lr.‘tril-'f_' anatormy. In Iqq_lﬁ she became the frst female botanist to
be elected a Feliow of the Roval Society. First publishied in 1934, this volume providesa
detailed comparative study of the Gramineae family of plants, which includes cereals,
grasses and bamboos. Arber focuses on the general morphological features of these
plants as shown by anatomical analysis, describing their life cycles, reproductive and
vegetative phases, and embryology. The Gramineae family contains vitally important
food plants such as wheat, millet and rice, leading Arber to begin her stady with the
history of humman interaction with these plants. It was the first published general
description of these important plants, and remains a classic example of comparative

anatornical analvsis. The book contains over 200 figires and an extensive bibliography.
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