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Danwinigna is a collecton of critical essays on Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution that
were originally published in scientific journals by his friend and correspondent Asa Gray,
Professor of Botany at Harvard. Gray was one of Darwin's strongest supporters in the
American scientific community, and one of the few people with whom Darwin discussed
his ideas in detail before publishing On the Origin of Species. Gray was also a Presbyterian
and discussed questions of natural theology, design and releology, including an earlier
version of Chapter 3 of this book, with Darwin by letter over several years. Darwinidna
(1876} was intended to provide 2 balanced assessment of Darwin’s theory of evolution
and to familiarise readers with the different aspects of Darwinism and its implications.
The opening essays of the volume focus on the scientific and philosophical features of
the theory, others analyse the reactions of Darwin's contemporaries and, most famously
argue for a reconciliation of religion and science in the light of Darwin's theory. The
book will be a valuable resource for all who are interested in the American reception of
Darwin's theory of evolurion, and the scientific, philosophical and religious questions

that it raised.
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