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PROFESSOR Harold Heatwole, FN, FAIB, FIB. has
had a life-lony interest in amphibians and reptiles
which took a professional tien with his PhiD. teaining
at the University of Michigan, where he prepared a
thesis on habirat use by forest-floor amphibians. This
comparative study took him to the rainforesis of
Veneruela where he developed an intense interest in
tropical ecology. Following receipt of his docrorate, he
took up 4 post at the University of Puerto Rico where
he embarked inoresearch on water balance of frogs
and a distributional survey of the amphibians and
reptiles of the Puerio Ricany/ Virgin Islnd Archipelago,
while spending summers on ecological studies ol
herps in Panama. In 1966 he and his family
cioigrated too Austialia and subseéquently became
naturalized Austealian: citizens. He spent 25 years at
the University of New Eugland in Armidale, New
Souith Wales and while in Australia his interests diversified 1o include ecological studies of ants,
dieback of Encalyprus trees, and community ecology of deseits, coval islands, ‘and the Antarctic.
His desert research fook him o the Central Australian, Namibian, Kalahari, Atncama; Gobio and
Taklamakan deserts and participation for five seasons on an International Biological Programme
study in the Sahara. His interests in coral islands led him to the Presidency of the Great Barrier
Reef Committee and Foundation President of the Anstralian Corval Reef Socicty, and eventually
et 4 secomd PhD. (in Botany) from the University of Queensland on. the dynamics of vegotation
of islands of the Great Barrier Reef. He alse reccived a third doctorate, 4 1.5c. from the
University of New England in 1981, for a treatise on ecological hérpetology, His intereses i the
Amtarciic cnlminaied in expeditions there, and a series of publications on polar tardiprades.
However, dur‘i:tlg these orher activities, his interests in amphibians and reptiles contifugd, by
concentrated on sea snakes, and he served a termoas Presidens of the Australian Society of
Herpetologists. His currént research deals with the predator-prey interaction of venomous snakes
with frogs. ;

Professor Heatwole has a sustained inferest i writing and editing, with 290 technical articles
in scientific journals to his credit, as well as seven books: A Ceral Bland) Commuiity Eoelogy of
Coral Gy, Dishack, Death of an Ausralian Landscape; Seq Snakes; Ecoenergetivs. of Desert: Inverlebrates)
Repiale Feology; Frology of Reptiles. He was editor of the Australian Journal of Ecelogy and has
served on the editorial boards of Biotrapica and Jonrnal of Arid Environments. He s editor of two
series published by Surrey Beatty & Sons! Teology in Australia {now in its seventh volume])
and Amphibian Biology of which this is the seventh volume. Corrently he'is a Professor in the Zoology
Department of North Carvolina State Universite
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