“This book has already made me more confident in confronting the
large amounts of data that face me in day-to-day research.”
—Ronald Jenner, The Natural History Museum, London, UK

“Honestly, I've made more progress on my dissertation in the last
week than in the last six months. I've been feeling very lucky to have
read this book.”

—Katie Mach, graduate student

“Incredibly useful book. | couldn’t get through it fast enough. | was
literally using what | learned the day after | read it.”

—Dan Barshis, postdoc

“There’s a better way to do what you're doing, and this book
empowers you do to so. It is essential to any biologist, but also
to any scientist or computer user wanting to do their work more
efficiently.”

—Julie Stewart, graduate student

Practical Computing for Biologists shows you how to use general
computing tools to work more effectively. It pulls together in one place

a broad range of powerful and flexible tools that are applicable to
ecologists, molecular biologists, physiologists, and anyone who has
struggled with large or complex data sets. Going beyond the subjects
taught in most programming and bioinformatics courses, the book covers:

* Reformatting data with regular expressions
® The Unix command line
* Combining and automating analyses

Python programming and debugging
Creating and editing graphics

Databases

Performing analyses on remote computers
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