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Biocultural Histories in La Florida

CHRISTOPHER M. 5TOJANOWSKI

This boole examines the effects of the Spanish mission system on population struc
ture and genetic variability in indigenous communities fiving in narthern Florida and
southern Georgaa during the Fath and 17th centuries. Data on tooth size were col
lected from 26 archaeclogical samples representing three time  periods: . Lale
Precantact {2001 5004, Early Missian { 1600- 1 650%, and Late Mission {1650-1700]
and were sutyected to a series of statistical tests evaluating genetic variability.
Predicted changes in phenatypic population varabdity are related to medels of group
interaction, population demaography, and genetic admidture as suggested by ethnobs-
tarie and archasological data

Resutts suppest considerable differences in diachronic responses to the mission
ervviranment for each cuftural province, The .""\|':-.||.|'.|w.‘-:‘ demonstrate a marked in
crease i vasiabihty while the Guale demonstrate a decline in variability, Demographic
madels - of :|::-|:||,,-|.|!‘_i|:'u'| collapse are therefore incansistent with |!|:":1l:‘:{"f1 I.'.|'|:’|"IJ':§;"'.‘,
based on papulation gesetics, and the determinarts of population structure seem
largely local in nature, This book highlights the specilicity with which indigenous com-
munities responded to European contact and the resulung transformations in their

social worids.

UStojanovskl’s work s fike man's DINA the structure of a lifetorm, bt here it s the
struciure or glue that holds togethier the historic puzzie with. its Apalaches, Timucua,
Guaie, and Sparish preces that other scholars have been trying 1o put together”
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Christopher M. Stejanowski is Assistant Professor of Anthropology 4t Southern

Mingis University Carbandale and & specalist in moarchaeology.
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