*John Kricher masterfully describes the ancient origins of the coneepr

ol a balance of nature and its ungquestioned incorporacion into the

thinking of many ecologises and consesvationists. Kricher shows that

we can understand and protect natural ccosystems betrer by rejecting

the assumption that nature is a well-designed machine and accepting

the true complexity created by numerous interacting specics.”
—Hobers Askins, Connecticur Collepe

A defr and inviting tour of ecology and evolution, a book of revelation
abuotit the balance of nature that really counts, namely that between
ourselves and the living planet. This is an appealing read that reveals
the maost impartant story of human history”
—Thomas E. Lovejoy, president of the H. John Heinz 111
Ceneer for Science, Economics, and the Envircnment

*This is a highly readable aceount of ecology, rich in substanee, meta:

phor, and examples. The author’s main goal is to puncrure the cozy idea
that nature is in a state of balance. While the concept of balance fitred

the philosophy of some of the ancient Greeks and their intellectual de-

scendants, John Kricher explaing how it has repearedly Failed the test
of ¢mpincal science. Nature, he shows, is much more interesting”
—Perer K. {rrant, Princeton Lniversity

“Kricher’s now book challenges our long-held helief in the balance
of nature. Presenting fastinating cvidence in a highly readable style,
Kricher makes the case that no, there 14 no balance within nature, but
yes, we need a sounder ethic that trumpets the urgency that we must
save our environment—now!”

—Herh Raffaele, Unived Seaves Fish amd Wikdlife Service

“Wricher is an excellent storyteller and this is an important swory to
teil. 1 thoroughly enjoyed this irtle book. Ir is chock full of interesr-
ing ideas rhar challenge conventional wisdom. The Balance of Nature is
a fun reac throughour, and will appeal to 3 broad range of readers both
within and outside che discipling.”

=Richard Karban, coauthor of Hew ro De Ecolopy

“Kricher dispels the popularly helif notion that nature exists in some
single, harmonious balance, and shows how, as a consequence, we need
tor change the way we view nature. His passion and breadth of under
stundding come through very clearhe The Badance of Nutwre s a charming
and very readable hook "

== Jawald Sohamitz, Yale University

F:l

9

'1f
‘3"




