“This 5 an extraordinary book that looks
at sexual coercion in the Primates,
properly including humans with their
close relatives. The book introduces the
complexity and variability of sexual
coercion in 18 chapters, each based on
a different species or topic. There are
no less than 22 women scientists as
authors in the volume, two-thirds of the
total number of authors, with nine being
gither sole or primary authors of artk-
cles. The book is a must read for both
hiclogists and social scientists. This is
particutarly true for social scientists
who are generally not familiar with how
evolutionary biologists can approach the
topic through the windows of multiple
primate species, each with its own eco-
logical and social context that produces
a kaleidozcope of possibilities, causes,
outcomes, and combinations. There is
no reductionism here, only very thought-
ful and rich analyses of the empirical
wiorld on a very important topic that
concerns us all.”

Jane 8. Lancaster, Department of
Anthropology, University of Neiw Mexco

“Throughout nature, relations between
the sexes often resemble a battie. In
mammalian species, the dynamics of
these battles are shaped by profound
differences in the strategic interests of
males and females. This volume probes
the evolutionary roots of such conflicts
and examines the consequences of
intersexual conflict for primate females.
Although not all of the canclusions
derived from this book are comforting,
ali are Hluminating for understanding
the relations between the sexes.”

*Evolutionary analysis of sexual coercion
is a sensitive and controversial topic,
vulnerable to simplistic biological deter-
minism at one extreme and complete
denial, at the other, of the relevance of
the comparative method for under-
standing human behavior. This excellent
volume is an open-minded interdiscipli-
nary effort to explore the large and
complex territory that lies between.
Although contributors draw on a wide
spectrum of data, they share a well-
articulated understanding of theory and
evidence from evolutionary biology.
This, combined with excellent introduc-
tory and concluding chapters, facilitates
an unusual degree of coherence across
chapters without pressure to reach sim-
ilar conclusions. The book illuminates
bath simifarities and differences
between human and nonhuman sexual
coercion and encourages further
research fo determine which compar-
isons and confrasts matter most to
efforts to understand and reduce
hisman inter-sexual violence. It should
be read by anyone interested in this
impaortant topic.”

Barbara Smuts, Department of Peychology,
University of Michigan
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