How dowe understandand explain the apparent dichotomy
between plasticityand robustnessinthe context of development?
Canweidentify these complex processes without resorting to
‘either/or’ solutions?

Writter by twoleadersin the field, thisisthe first book to
fully unravel the complexity of the subject, explaining that the
epigenetic processesgenarating plasticity and robustness are,
in fact, deeplyintertwined. Itidentifies the different mechanisms

o that generate robustness and thevarious forms of plasticity,

P [a St] C]ty, before considering thefunctional significance of theintearated
mechanisms and howthe component processes might have

RO b UStn eSS_; evalved. Finally, it highlights theways in which epigenetic
mechanisms could beinstrumentalin driving evolutionzary change.

DEVE I.D p me nt Essentialreading for biclogists and psychologistsinterested in

epigenetics and evelution, this bookis also a valuable resource for

arll d EVG iut-l on biological anthropalogists, sociobiologists, child psychologists

and paediatricians.

“This carefully constructed, systematic, and balanced new book provides a much-needed roadmap that
guides the reader through theintricacies of developmentand its interplay with evelution.’
Mark 5. Blumberg, University of Towa, UU5A

‘If, as Bateson and Gluckmanwrite, “the conceptual flower-bedis full of vigorous weeds with deep
roots,” then thisvolumeisjustthe spade needed to uproot tenacious but disproved ideas and ko mix
thesoil so better onescan germinate and flourish.’

Scott F. Gilbert, Swarthmaore (ollege, Pennsylvania, USA

‘... comprehensive and accessible, its contents have implications for fields as diverse as evolutionary
theoryand publichealth.”
Paul Griffiths, University of Svdney, Australic

‘A masterful synthesis - by two masters of their fields.
Armand Lerad, Imperial College, London, UK

‘This elegantly written smallvolume. .. presents an integration of the many fields that are contributing
toform the backbone of development (robustness)and the many processes that create its plasticity.”
Jay 5. Rosenblatt, Rutgers Unfversity, Newark, 'S4
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