‘This book is exceptional in many ways. It captures the essence of the naturalist’s
fascination with the diversity of life, while at the same time covering comprehensively.
the history and basics of conservation biology and the importance of conservation

for the future of our planct. A must-read for everyone, and especially for students,
researchers and conservation practitioners.

Russell A. Mittermeier, President, Conservation International

“This is an updated edition of an important book, by two experienced and very
knowledgeable people. Aimed at a broad readership, it ranges widely from basic
ecological understanding to relevant areas of policy and social science, giving
cffective guidance for conservation action.

Robert M. May, OM, AC, FRS, Oxford University

The importance of conservation is growing each year, with increasing concerns over the
destruction of biodiversity and the rising awareness of ecosystem services generating new
debates on the human-nature relationship. ' '

This compact overview integrates the process, theory, and practice of conservation for
-a broad readership, from non-specialists to students and practitioners. Taking a global
perspective, it uses examples from around the world to illustrate general themes and show
how problems arise from the impact of societal trends on ecological communities. A sig-
nificant practical component will be particularly valuable for environmental professionals,
outlining the requirements for rigorous surveys, biodiversity valuation, the assessment of
impact and its mitigation.

Thoroughly revised and updated, this second edition reflects trends towards embracing
multiple disciplines, considering the links between ecology and the social sciences, and
bringing conservation to the heart of sustainability and environmental policy.

Clive Hambler is Lecturer in Biological and Human Sciences at Hertford College, Oxford, and
Susan M. Canney is a research associate in the Department of Zoology, Oxford, and Project Leader
of the Wild Foundation’s Mali Elephant Project. ‘T'hey both teach for several courses, Departments
and Schools within the University of Oxford.They have between them over fifty years’ experience of
teaching conservation at a range of levels, from undergraduate to doctoral, lay-person to business
execulives, and the voluntary sector to school parties. ‘They have also worked extensively in
practical conservation projects and environmental consultancy.
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