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ive breeding refers to a social system in which

individuals other than the parents provide care tor the
offspring. In addition to alloparental care, two turther
characteristics are common among species exhibiting
cooperative breeding: delayed dispersal and delayed

reproduction. Among vertebrates, cooperative breeding

is ssed most prominently in birds and mammals
slores the phenomenon in a wide variety of
Mamm rodents, primates, viverrids, and
carnivores. Comparative studies of cooperative breeding
provide important tests for the origin and maintenance
of sociality in complex groups. Understanding the
behavioral and physiological mechanisms underlying
cooperative breeding vields insights into the fundamen
tal building blocks of social behavior in animal societies

Although several other volumes have summarized the
state of our knowledge of the id evolution of
cooperative breeding in birds, Cooperative Breedimng in
Muammals is the first book devoted to these issues in
mammals, and it will appeal to zoologists, ecologists,
evolutionary biologists, and those interested in animal

behavior

CAMBRIDGE |
UNIVERSITY PRESS !.
www.cambridge.org |

ISBN 0-521-03828-& \

Cover illustration h} ju!m Lavkehoe ‘E H
Cover design by Brian H. Craede 9 17a0521'038287'>




