Bralight together by Winston £, Ponder and Dovid R, lindbera, experts on the evolution
of the Moilusco provide o detoiled, comprehensive, and up-to-dote review of the evelution-
ary history of this foscinoting group. The Mpllusco ore the second jargest animal phylum
and boast o fFossil record stretching beck over 540 million yeors. They exhibit remorkoble
onotemical diversity ond include fomilior groups such os the bivoives (scaliops, oysters,
ond clams), gastropods (impets, sngils, ond siugs), and cepholopods {sguid, cuttlefish,
ond sctapus), Molluscs range in body site from ting worm-fike animals to giant squids and
oceur in almast svery hobitat found on Earth, They ore of areat economic ond ecologicad
signi ficance and carryeome diseases that inTect humans; they cre also among the orgon-
isms mast vulnera

The result of on intermationa! colibboration of thirty-six sdientisis from elevén touns=
Erigs, this study treots sach mojor toxon in o similor format ond provides general infors
motion as well of overviews of evolition ond phylogeny using dota from different
shorces—morphologioel, wltrastructural’ o ée{ul:}r developmental, ‘ond the fossil

g To extinchion:

e

ord) THe evolutignory overviaws and glassifications presented here witl greatly ossist

moliuscon warkars i pargte os m‘c-!:.g.r physiology, biogeography, med-

icine . and conser

"This volume is the most up-to-date summary of what we know and don't know obout mol-
luscan phylogeny. It will serve as o stondard reference work for yeors to come.”
GEERAT J. VERMEL), University of Califérnia, Dovis

“pander ond lindberg provide o breathtoking overview of the evolutionary history of the
Mollusca, effectively melding information from enatomy, ecolegy, genomics, and poleo-
biology to explore the depths of molluscan phylogeny. A must for molocologists.”

BRUCE RUNNEGRR, University of Californio, Los Angeles

“gur understanding of the phylogeny and evolutionery history of the Mollusca hos been
revolutionized over the post two decodes through new molecular dato and analysis, and
reinvestigation of morphological choracters. Ponder, Lindberg, ond their colleagues do
o wanderful job of integrating this work to provide new perspectives on the relationships
of the major molluscan clodes, their evolutionary dynomics, and their history.
Particularly timely is the coverage of molluscan evo-devo ond genomics.”

DOUGLAS H. ERWIN, Curator of Paleozoic Invertebrotes, Notionol Museum of Naturol History

WINSTON P PONDES is an Honorary Fellow at the Rustrolion Museum in Sydney, Australia, from
where he recently retired after o long coreer as o research scientist specializing in molluscs.

SAYIR B LINDBERGC is Professor of Integrative Biology ot the University of California,
serkeley, ond Curator for the University of Californio Museum of Paleontelagy. He is also
coeditor of Moleculor Systematics ond Phylogeography of Mollusks.
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