he colorful and somewhat mtrmrdatmg orgamsm gazmg out
it you from the front cover of Campben Essentra! Bro!ogy is

he spiny flower mantis (Pseudocreobotra wahlbergii). This
:;pectacular insect is just one of more than 2,000 known
;pecies of mantis, which are commonly referred to as
praying mantises” because they are often seen wrth therr
orelegs in a prayer-like stance. In fact the screntrflc name

vords for “shape of a prophet The spmy flower mantrs is
\ative to sub-Saharan Afrlca—lt is found most abundantly

n Kenya—and is recognizable by the green stripes onits '

=gs. its purple-tinted eyes, and by the drstlnct swwhng

yattern on its wings. lee all mantlses thls one is predatory, L

wimarily eating other msects But it, too is. stalked by

arger predators. When threatened, members of this species

tand tall, spread their forelegs, and fan the'i'r-\:trings_.o't_:'t “

vide. This makes the insects appear larger and at"th'e"same_ s
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'_trme drs,olays the colorful swxrts on the wrngs whrch may.
be mrstaken by predators for Iarge eyes ‘But how does the
i blology of this insect, fascmatmg asit may be, aﬁect human
/ ||fe'? Many gardeners especlally those who follow organlc

-: and sustalnable practrces that a\rord ehemloal pestrcrdes

. ___mtroduce manttses asa form of blologlcal pest control ;
garden stores stock mantls eggs for thrs \rery purpose And _'
»f the group (the order Mantodea) orlglnates from the Greek ":the spmy ftower mantrs is one of the most oornmon mantrs

" __'-fspemes raised: m oaptr\nty by hobbylsts That s0 many of us

keep pets— mantrds or somethrng Iess exotlc ahd SO many.

-":': of us tend gardens shows that we all have an mnate interest
o f-m the Iwrng world. The pnmary goat of Campbeﬂ Essentra!
‘Biology is to tap mto your ‘natural CUTIOSIty about trfe Whrle %
_deepening your understandrng of life on- Earth and how
__._'_sc:ience can be used to investigate it, we hope in this book
to remind you constantly of the myrrad ways that blology is

wo\ren into the fabrlc of your life and our Iarger socrety




