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With The Comparative Approach in Evolutionary Anthropology and Biology, Charles L.
Nunn ensures that evolutionary anthropologists and organismal biologists have the
tools to realize the potential of comparative research. Nunn provides a wide-ranging
investigation of the comparative foundations of evolutionary anthropology in past and
present research, incLuding studies of animal behavior, biodiversity, linguistic evolution,
allometry, and cross-cultural variation. He also points the way to the future, exploring
the new phylogeny-based comparative approaches and offering a how-to manual for
scientists who wish to incorporate these new methods into their research.

The Comparative Approach in Evolutionary Anthropology and Biology has a companion
website called AnthroTree [http:waw.anthrotree.infoi. AnthroTree provides fully
worked example problems and gives links to the latest computer programs for

implementing the approaches covered in the book.

“A clear, concise, readable how-to of the diversity of quantitat\ive methods available now
for comparative analyses, along with an account of the variety of fields in evolutionary
biology to which comparative analysis is applicable, and of the fascinating findings
that can result from proper application of the methods. The examples are mostly
from evolutionary antﬁropology, but anyone doing quantitative comparative analyses
will benefit from the book. Socio-cultural anthropologists, biologists of all stripes,
histarians, epidemiologists, political scientists, and statisticians should all read it and
act on it. A vital contribution.” '

ALEXANDER H. HARCOURT, UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, DAVIS

“A very impressive volume, | found myself again and again wanting to revisit many old
questions and explore just as many new ones—truly delicious food for thought.”

WILLIAM L. JUNGERS5, STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY
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