SCIEMCE f HISTORY

Over the course of human history, the
sciences, and biology in particular, have
often been manipulated to cause im-
mense human suffering, For example,
biology has been used to justify eugenic
programs, forced sterilization, human
experimentation, and death camps-
all in an attempt to support notions of
racial superiority, By investigating the
past, the contributors to Bralogy and Ide-
elogy from Descartes to Dauikins hope to
better prepare us to discern ideologi-
cal abuse of science when it occurs in
the future.

Denis B, Alexander and Ronald L.
Numbers bring together fourteen ex-
perts to examine the varied ways science
has been used and abused for nonsci-
entific purposes from the seventeenth
century to the present day. Featuring an
essay on eugenics from Edward ]. Lar-
son and an examinatdon of the idea of
progress in evolution by Michael J. Ruse,
Bialogy and Ideslogy examines uses both
benign and sinister, ultimately remind-
ing us that ideological extrapolation
continues today. An accessible survey,
this collection will enlighten historians
of science, their students, practicing sci-
entists, and anyone interested in the re-

ladenship between science and culture,
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“A gripping book on the grey area between
the use and abuse of biology for ideologi-
cal purposes. Eugenics, racism and sex-
ism, apologias for theism, vitalism, and
atheism are just a few of the agendas
that have shaped, and been shaped by,
biological theory, Describing extrapola-
tions that have often added to the sum of
human suffering, the essays here, from
distinguished historians of science, are
authoritative, compelling, and disturbing.”

JOHN BROQKE, UNIVERSITY OF QXFORD

CONTRIBUTORS: Denis R, Alexander,
Peter Harrison, Nikolal Erementsov,
Edward ]. Larson, Alister E. McGrath,
Erika Lorraine Milam, Ronald L. Mumbers,
Peter Hanns Reill, Shirley A, Roe, Micolaas

Rupke, Michael Ruse, Sujit Sivasundaram,
Jonathan R. Topham, Paul Weindling,

DENIS R. ALEXANDER is the director of
the Faraday Institute for Science and Re-
ligion, St. Edmund’s College, Cambridge,
and has worked in the biological research
community for the past forty years,
RONALD L NUMBERS is the Hilldale Pro-
fessor of History of Science and Medicine
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison
and coeditor of Wben Science and Christi-
anity Meet, also published by the Univer-

sity of Chicago Press.

PRESS

www. press.uchicago.edu

COVEER PHOTO 0Y SCIENCEPHOTON -'.A.LA.HT

COVER DESIGH BY NATALIE F, sMITH



