Seignte

Life unearth is characterized by three striking phenomena that demand ex-
planation: sdaptation, the marvelous it between organism and environment;
diversity, the great vanety of orgarisms; and complexity, the enormous in--
tricaey of thairinternal stracture. Natural selection explains adaptation. But |
what sxplains diversity and complexity” Daniel W. McShea and Robert 1.
Brandon argue that there exists in evolition & spontaneniis tendency toward
increased diversity and complexity, one that acts whether natural selection
is present or not. They call this tendency a biological law—the Zero-Foree
Evolutionary Law, or ZFEL. This law unifies the principles and data of hial-
agy within a single framework and invites a reconceptualization :’:l' the freld
of the same sort that Mewton's First Law bmught ) physw&

Rialogy's First Law shows how the ZFEL can be applied to the study of
diveraity and complexity, and examines its wider implications for biolog
Initended for evalutionary bislogists, paleontologists, and other scientists

' studying complex systems, and written in a concise and engaging style that
speaks to students and interdiseiplingry practitioners alike, this honk will
ales find an appreciative audience in the philosophy of science!

“The ZFE L wall be obvious to some, heretical to others, so the book will be
sontroversial But at the same time, the argurment is rich enough to convinee
a skaptic, provided that skeptic is open -'minr:iﬁli A nowvel cantribution of far- -

: Ieachng 1mponance in emiuhnnary biology”
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