SCIENCE

“In a world of relentless environmental change, occurring at a rate unprecedented
in human history, the issue of the speed of evolutionary adaptation has taken
on great significance. Which species and populations will be able to adapt and
continue to deliver natural services to humanity? What rates of change will still
make adaptation possible and maintain ecosystem functioning? We know that
evolution is not the gradual process once imagined, and that natural selection
can act very quickly, but when, where, and how will evolution be fast enough
to help civilization to survive? Relentless Evolution, written by a distinguished
evolutionary biologist, brilliantly provides the scientific background against
which these and related questions can be addressed. Everyone who cares
about the environment will want it on their shelf.”

PAUL R. EHRLICH, STANFORD UNIVERSITY

“Relentless Evolution is a masterful synthesis of scientific fields that are expand-
ing at astonishing speed. Surveying research as varied as lab experiments on
bacteria to millions of years of coevolution between insects and flowers, John
N. Thompson provides readers with a twenty-first century view of evolutionary
change, unfolding all around us and shaping our world.”

CARL ZIMMER, COAUTHOR OF EVOLUTION: MAKING SENSE OF LIFE

“Relentiess Evolution is a classic John N. Thompson book—erudite, highly read-
able, hugely broad in the examples it weaves together, and full of interesting
perspectives. Thompson continues his thinking about evolution and coevolu-
tion, developing an overall argument for the importance of the never-ending
reciprocal between interacting elements as a major component responsible for
the diversity of life. The book provides tremendous insights into the complexity
of communities and ecosystems and the need to see them as ever-changing
entities for which there is no starting point or finishing line. It will be a very
valuable addition to the literature.”

JEREMY BURDON, CHIEF, COMMONWEALTH SCIENTIFIC AND INDUSTRIAL
RESEARCH ORGANIZATION PLANT INDUSTRY

John N. Thompson is Distinguished Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology at the University of California, Santa Cruz. Among his previous books
are The Coevolutionary Process and The Geographic Mosaic of Coevolution,
both published by the University of Chicago Press.
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