‘A nother book on Darwinism? Yes, and the best vet.’
DAVID UL L Northweseern Chniversity

A gem.
ELISARETH LLOYD, Indinna Ulniversity

“This is the best, most thought-provoking book in the philosophy of bialogy
thar | have fead ina long time.’
DANIEL DENNETT, Biofogy and Philasaphy

In 1855 Darwin described a deceptively simple mechanism that he called
Satural selection. T combination of viriation, inheritance, and reproductive
suceess, He arened that this mechanism was the key 1o expliining the most
puzzling features of the natural world, and science and philosophy were
changed forever as a result. The exact nature of the Darwinian process has
heen controversial ever shince, however. Godirey-Smith draws on recent
developments in biology, philosophy of science, and other fields to give a new
analysis and extension of Darwins idea, The central concept used is that ofa

“Darwinian population,” a collection of things with the capacity to unidergo
chiange by natural selection. From this starting point, unalyses of the role of
genes in evolution, the application of Darwinian ideas to cultiral change, and
evsslutionary transitions” that produce complex organisms and socictics are
developed. Durwinian Popidations and Nataral Selection will be essential
redcing for anyorie interested in evolutionary theory.

Peter Ciodfrey-Smith is Professor of Philosophy it I Lurvard Unwcmw
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