“Why did so many of the greatest intellects fail, while Darwin and myselfhit
upon the solution of this problem? . . . First (and most imporuant, as [ believe).,
in carly life both Darwin and myseli became ardent beetle-hunters.”
Alfred R, Wallace, from acceptance speech on receiving the g, -

Darwin-Wallace medal, igo8 g ”

‘1 am a socialist because Thelieve that the highest law for mankind is justice.”
Allred R, Wallace, Wy lfe: a record of events and opirions

These quotations indicate at once the two driving passions in the life of Alfred Russel
Wallace—his fascination with the natral world, and his deep sense of social justice.
They ramilied into his many works and achievements, and made him, by the end of his
lific, as famous in Victorian society a5 the now iconic Charles Darwin,

Natwral Seleciion and Beyvond is 4 remarkable collection of essays, most of them
specially commissioned. which consider in depth aspects of the life and work of the
co-tiscoverer of matural selection. Introduced by Peter Bowler and Lord Cranbrook,
and with comributions from twenty-three other distinguished scholars and scientists,
the muny facets of Wallace's life and thought are at last brought together 1o produce
an engaging and scholirly assessment of Wallace as scientist and socialist, as anaston-
ishingly prolific collector and naturalist, and an influendal thinker who questioned
the materialism and capitalism that dominated Victorian society.

"“These 4|l'|l'KIi-|~r< ssays throw light on every aspect of Allred Russel Wallace's
richly varied intellectual adventures. For wo longobscured by Chardes Darwin s
shadow, Wallace was : a truly remarkable I'I.Ill.lhl|! si. [na brilliant lash of insiga
he came up with the ide 1--I evolution by natural selection, and his contact with
Diarwin not only led w the famous joint paper announcing evolutionary theory in
158 bt also 1o publication of Darwin's Chagin of Species, Wallace could 50 ¢ |-=|ﬁ.
lave become an eminemt Victorian, Yeohis rudical views took him owside the
scieniilic mainstrcam. From apici photographsio g rident becte-colle g,

\ this sprightly velume ofters 2 unique perspective on one of the founders of
‘_h‘ evolutionary theory and opens up the other side of Victorian science.”
% Janet Browne, author of the 2-volume biography, Charles Darivin
*Alfred Russel Wallace, perhaps the greatest field biologistof the gth contury,
has longr been Bimous (among seienee historians) for being unfamons 1o the general
public. Popular understanding tends wo simplify, and when it simplificd “Darwinism,”
Wallace disappeared from the picture. He and his revolutionary work, his courageouns i
travels, hiis celectie pontfolio of interests and ideas should be beter known by every-
one. | hope this richly various eollection of amicles, experty edited by Smith and
Becealoni, will help to bring a complicated man the recognition he desermves.

David Quammen, author of The Relicrane Mr. Darwin
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