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The use of molecular characters has had far-reaching impact on the study
of phylogeny and evolution, enabling new approaches to long-standing
questions. Avian Molecular Evelution and Systematics presents an
overview of the theory and application of molecular data, focusing on
phylogeny and evolutionary biology of birds. Leading contributors use these
relatively new tools to elucidate important episodes in the evolutionary
history of birds. Authors discuss the evolution of molecular markers, ranging
from microsatellite DMA sequences to gene arrangements, for a broad
spectrum of species and taxonomic categories. Methodological issues in
systematics are explored, and new data and phylogenetic analyses are pre-
sented. Authors also focus on application of molecular population genetics
data and phylogenies to broader issues such as the evolution of behaviar,
speciation, and conservation biclogy. This book is intended for omithologists
and evolutionary biclogists, including advanced undergr‘aduate and graduate
students, faculty, and r&searchers mterestad in both organismal and molecular X
evolution. ;
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KEY FEATURES
* Contains authoritative l:ﬂntﬂhutinns from Inadmg researchers

* Discusses.the utility of different miolecular markers for questions of - ;
avian evolugion, involving populations and high'!r-lml taxa

i Ajﬁpiie: molegular-based phylugeﬂieé“ﬂf birds and .} molecular population
genetics data to broad questions of organismal and molecular evolution

* Compares and contrasts molecular and mnrphnhgi:al data sets
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