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ECOLOGYS

CONCEPTS AND APPLICATIONS

s, and microbes also change along altitudin /
gradients, with each species generally living within a resericted.
range of conditions. ‘This altitudinal variation in mic'rdclimatg ; :
ieaming platform provides and biora is reflected in the sweep of land in the southern Rocky
. assignable ¢Book, and ' Mountains pictured on the cover, where lower altitudes radiate

the vibrant colors of aspen trees in early autumn, while the high
amsesucrors are providing snow-strewn peaks beyond jut against the deep blue northern sky
improving academic of approaching winter. Althotigh the higher peaks may appear
ConnectPlus devoid of vegetation from a distance, close inspection would show
Is at their own pace that these higher zones support a diverse array of low-growing
assessment results and - herbaceous plants. Strong physical gradients, such as this one,
aline—so students can support high levels of biodiversity, as associations of organisms
s and plot their course to s - change in response to differing physical conditions.

At this season, the aspen forests reveal another facet of

sity in this landscape. Genetic diversity within the aspen
g lifference 'a'hc__timin'g of leaf color:
he results of these genetic
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