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The arigins of studies of plant architecture and their influences on human existence
are steeped in history, but, from a twenty-first century perspective, the field has been
transformed from a discipline of observarion and descriprion into one in which
complex nerworks of genetic, chemical and environmental factors can be directly
manipulated and modelled. Arguably, manipulation of plant architecture has been one
of the greatest mainstays of plant improvement — perhaps second only to the
discoveries of the nutritional requirements of plants. With the advent of the 'gene
revolution’, there are countless new opportunities for selective modification of plant
architecture.

This book provides a broed coverage of our current understanding of plant architecoure
and its manipulation, ranging from the architecture of the individual cell to that of the
whole plant. It is direcred at researchers and professionals in plant physiology,
developmental biology, molecular biology, genetics and biotechnology.
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