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Books of enduring scholgrly valus

William Bateson (1861-19263 began his academic career warking on viration in anirmals
in the light of svalutionary theory. He was ingpired by the redizcovery in rgoo of the 186os
wark on plant hybridisation by the Austrian monk Gregor Mendel to pursue Furthes
experimental work in whart he naimed ‘genetics™. He realised that Mendel®s results could
help to solve difficult binlogical questions and controversies which others had glossed
over, and to challenge the status quo in evelutenary studies. Annoved by the ‘apathenic’
stance of his evolutionist colleagies, and incensed by the Oxford professor Raphael
Weldon's scathing critique of Mendel m a journal article, Bateson imeorporated an

English rranslazion of Mendel's work into this 1902 book along with a thorough defence

of Mendel's statistical experiments and the princiy

leg of heredity derived trom them.
His book is animpassioned appeal for scienbsts toadopt this ‘beilliant miethad" which
he felt coitld revolutionise bath schofarship and industry. This volime also contains,
in an appendix, the onginal Geérman texes of Mendel's Vernuche wiber Patizenbsibriden, as

published it Leipzlg in 1901
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