This book introduces the reader 1o the power of observation before, and sometimes instead
of, experimental manipulation in the study of animal behavieur. It starts with simple and
easthy aceessible methods suitable for student Ell‘.':li.'t'l‘.'-- before 0N o1l ta demonstrate

thie possibilities that now exist for far more sophisticated analyses of observational data.
AL a time when animal welfare considerations are attracting political as well as scientific
debate, the potential for non-intrusive studies on animals is being increasingly recognized.
Ohservation emerges as a valuable alternative approach, often yvielding highly inform
ative resishs i situations (such as on zoos, farms or for wild animals) where more invasive
1-\|1|:'r||r||:'|'_|.jj ||,~|'J:||:|||,|l.|,|_'5 '.'\.l)li,l(l be undesirable, unethical or Just i?]ill]l j'l!1|]':.'!'55i|'l|["'-
However, ko jl.|:~'|f.-:\' IS ir'::‘.t'f' 111(:!11_;_"-‘5in:l£= I."'\'EH‘TI![I(‘H!HI.H?'J'. LEELR if,-_urum—i scientific method,
observation needs to be just as disciplined and svstematic and have just as much attention

paid to project design in the way that ohservations are piade and recorded

Observing Animal Behaviour takes the reader through all these stages: from the initial
vhservations, to the formusdarion of hypotheses, and their subsequent testing with further
systematie ohservations. Although designed principally as a companion text for advanced
undergraduate students taking courses in animal behaviour, this accessible text will be
essential reading for anyone wanting to study animal behaviour using observational
methods rather than experimentation, and assumes no previous knowledge of animals.
statistics or seientific method. It will be of particular relevance and use to those pro-
fessional researchers and consultants in the behavioural sciences who seek a compact but

comprehensive introduction to the quantitative observation of animal behaviour,

s Coneise, readable intreduction to animal behaviour

* Deseribes the power of quantitative observation. particularly when harnessed to modern
\Lr.1|_|‘-| |I'rl| :(!(';‘.LIIIJI..ILILNS

» Encourages more informed project design and. by implication, improved research

« Jemonstrates the potential of observation as a non-invasive research tool, with positive

implicarions for animal welfare

Marian Stamp Dawkins is Head of the Animal Behavior Research Group in the

Diepartment of Zoology, University of Oxford. UK.
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