While the complete sequencing of the genomes of model organisms
such as a multitude of bacteria and archaea and the mouse and human
geniomes have received much public attention, the deciphering of plant
genomes was greatly lagging behind. Up to now, only two plant genomes,
one of the model plant Arabidopsis thaliana and one of the crop species
tice (Oryza sativa) have been sequenced. Notwithstanding this public bias
towards genomics of animals and humans, it is nevertheless of great
importance for basic and applied sciences and industries in such diverse
fields as agriculture, breeding in particular, evoluticnary genetics, biotech-
nology, and food science to know the composition of crop plant genomes
in detail. it is equally crucial for a deeper understanding of the molecular
basis of biodiversity and synteny.

The Handbook of Genome Mapping is the ﬁrbl beok in the markel Lo
cover these hot topics in considerable detail, and set apart by its combina-
tion of genetic and physical mapping. Throughout, each chapter begins
with an easy-to-read introduction, also making the book the first reference
desipned for non-specialists and newcomers, too.

In addition to being an outstanding bench work reference, the book
is an excellent textbook for learning and teaching genomics, especially for
courses on genome mapping, It also serves as up-to-date guide for sea-
soned researchers involved in genetic and physical mapping of genomes,
in particular plant genomes,
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