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In this unique series of individual studies, written from diverse points of view about the
major fields of sociology, the authors explain why it is intellectually interesting and worthwhile
o examine the subject matter of the field, critically review what they consider to be the field's
most significant research and writing on central theoretical and methodological issues, and
offer suggestions for further reading. The papers vary widely in the perspectives brought to
them by their authors, but each study, whatever the issue or perspective, is an important
statement about its field.
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