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In three volumes, the Handbook of Evolution
spans the entire field of evolution from the
origins of our universe, through the develop-
ment of living systems on earth, to the forma-
tion of social structures and science and
technology.

In this second volume, the world-renowned
expert authors are joined by Pulitzer prize-
winner Edward O. Wilson, of Harvard Univer-
sity. With each contribution written in a uni-
form style, the authors consider the subject
from the perspective of a variety of disciplines,
with numerous cross-referencing so as to
retain a logical internal structure throughout.

An introductory synopsis of the evolution of
organisms leads on to a look at the effects of
complex social life on evolution and biodiver-
sity. This is followed by the historical and
philosophical aspects of the theory of biolog-
ical evolution, human and animal. The final
sections cover evolutionary developmental
biology and environmental change as a
possible driver of human evolution plus the
human impact itself.

The result is more than a straightforward
dictionary or encyclopedia, providing an over-
view of the history and methods used in the
study of evolution, and not shying away from
controversial theories and discussions. A must
for scientists interested in the current level of
knowledge in disciplines outside their own, as
well as for anyone seeking an overview of the
significance of evolution today.
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