The somatotrophic axis is one of the
Tbg major hormonal systems regulating
postnatal growth in mammals. It inter-
. . acts with the central nervous system
SomatO[,‘opbw Axw on several levels. Growth hormone
(GH) and insulin-like growth factor-I
N N - (IGF-I) receptors are expressed in
m B ,‘am F unC't wn many CNS areas including choroid
plexus, hippocampus, hypothalamus
and the pituitary. GH and IGF-I
are important factors in the devel-
opment and differentiation of the
CNS and have protective proper-
ties in neurodegeneration, as well as
in traumatic and ischaemic injury of
the CNS. Also GH has an important
impact on mood and well-being with GH secretory capacity being reduced in depression.

This volume will include chapters (1) on basic knowledge on GH/IGF-|, (2) on localization
of GH/IGF-I and their receptors in the CNS, including blood brain barrier transport of both
hormones, (3) on actions of the two hormones on CNS function (basic science), (4) on clinical
aspects of GH/IGF-I in relation to various CNS functions and disorders, and finally (5) on some
future perspectives in this area of science.

Contents are well balanced and cover a variety of relevant topics from basic to
clinical research

International selection of authors, with a good representation of the research on
growth hormones

A timely publication which will be useful to scientists in both basic and clinical research

Scientists from basic and clinical researchers to medical practitioners, and students.
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