The discovery of leptin hittle more than & decade ago, as a hormone eo-
duced in white adipose tissue with an important role in satiety and energy
expenditure, was i semimal event in our understamding of adiposity This ini-
il advance inthe pew endocrinodogy of obesity was soon followed by the
riepliziation that leptinswas not only produced in adipose tissac, ot in mamy
different tissucs of the:body, and that receptors were similarly distributed.
Adlchitionally, the earty recognition of infertiliny that was associated with fep-
tin deficiency prompted research’ that identificd roles for the polvpe pride
in virtually every arci of reproductive biology.

Acgeneral mterest in leptin has rapidly: prodoced iroads into unexpected
areas of phvsiology that may eventually elocidate the varied relatonships
ol adiposity B haman health and disease. These developmeéents have been
pranileted by a rigorons investigation as a prodoct of pharmaccutical iner
est. The broad rnge of physiology and the clinical situations in which lep-
e s now implicared is reviewed for the first time i this voliume,

This polure inlegrales calting edpe basic and clinfoal fnforinetion
eRcoTpaEsing e expression of feplin and feptin receftors, atBioflysi-
afney ehared offffcal vole of feitin—a weg neuroondoorine oriose with
Plefotroic poles Gy aiipelite regalation, sielalinic, fnflanmmalony, meo-
Plastic, cardiovascilar and refrroductive functions.

This single volivme encyclopedic coverage is indispeiisable o studeats,
fostdfoctoral trainees, fellows, selentists aned prackifiondg mtevesied i
Hegrogndocrine peptide contvold of mlftiple ceflidlar functioms.
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