Preface

China won the right to host the 16th TUAES World Congress in July, 2003. After six years
of preparation, the Congress will be held in Kunming, China during July 27-31, 2009.

The International Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (TUAES) was
established on August 23, 1948, when it merged, in fact, with the International Congress of
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (ICAES), which was founded in 1934. The
latter was the product of various Congresses of Anthropological Sciences, starting in 1865.

The TUAES is one of the member organizations of the International Social Science
Council (ISSC) and also of the International Council for Philosophy and Humanistic
Studies (CIPSH). The IUAES is also a member of the International Council of Scientific
Unions (ICSU). Its aim is to enhance exchange and communication among scholars of all
regions of the world, in a collective effort to expand human knowledge. In this way it hopes
to contribute to a better understanding of human society, and to a sustainable future based
on harmony between nature and culture. The IUAES once noted a draft statement on the
future of world anthropology in “Current Anthropology” (1979): “The scope of
anthropology in terms of areas of human interest includes such critical issues of the
contemporary world as problems of environmental management, pressure for the
progressive reduction of disparities and the restructuring of the world order, the future of
the nation-state, ethnic pluralism and the future of national society, and the harmonization
of the roles and functions of institutions with the basic and derived biological and psychic
drives of man”. The TUAES itself consists of national and institutional organizations in
more than 50 countries in all parts of the world, and also includes some hundreds of
individual members. The research effort and involvement of the TUAES is principally
arranged by its scientific commissions, of which, currently, there are twenty-seven, and
each of which concentrates on some area of anthropological interest. They included ethnic
relations, aging and the aged, women, children, youth, migration, epidemiology and Aids,
tourism, primatology, linguistics, and so on.

The theme of the 16th TUAES World Congress in Kunming, China is “Humanity,
Development, and Cultural Diversity ”. The Anthropologists and Ethnologists around the world
will present over 4,000 papers, which covered 33 sub-disciplines or research fields as follows:
Aging and the Aged Studies, Aids, Archaeological Anthropology, Children,Youth and
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Childhood Studies, Communication Anthropology, Development and Economic Anthropology,
Educational Anthropology, Enterprise Anthropology, Ecological/ Environmental Anthropology,
Ethnic Culture Studies, Ethnic Relations and Ethnic Identities, Food and Nutrition
Anthropology, Gender and Woman Studies, Globalization Anthropology, Historical
Anthropology, Human Ecology, Human Rights Studies, Indigenous Knowledge and
Sustainable Development Studies, Legal Anthropology and Legal Pluralism, Linguistic
Anthropology, Medical Anthropology and Epidemiology, Migration Anthropology, Museum
and Cultural Heritage, Nomadic Peoples Studies, Physical Anthropology and Molecular
Anthropology, Psycho-anthropology, Religious Studies, Sport Anthropology, Theoretical
Anthropology, Tourism Anthropology, Urban Anthropology, Urgent Anthropological
Research, and Yunnan Studies.

As the organizer of the 16th TUAES World Congress, The Chinese Union of
Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences (CUAES) decided to edit and publish
“Anthropology and Ethnology Today Series”—the paper collection series of the above
sub-disciplines or research fields, for example, Physical Anthropology, Molecular
Anthropology, Migration Anthropology, Museum and Cultural Heritage, Nomadic Peoples
Studies, Linguistic Anthropology, Medical Anthropology, and Ethnic Culture Studies. We
hope that the scholars from different parts of the world can share with all the achievements
in the book series of this congress.

Zhou Mingfu, Excutive Vice-president
Chinese Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences

Huang Zhongcai, Secretary-general
Chinese Union of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences
July 14, 2009




