Preface

We are happy to bring this 3rd volume covering the local and systemic use of bone
morphogenetic proteins (BMPs) as a part of Progress in Inflammation Research
edited by Michael ]. Parnham, to our readers, including undergraduate students and
basic and clinical scientists world-wide.

Since the original description of the remarkable potenrial of demineralized bone
matrix to induce bone at an ectopic site it has taken more than three decades o
bring BMPs 1o clinical use. In 2007, nearly one million patients were treated with
BMP-2 or OP-1 {BMP-7) for spinal fusions, nonunions, acure fracrions and maxil-
lofacial reconstruction. This has led to the revolution of our understanding of the
molecular processes responsible for bone regeneradion, in particular when physi-
ological mechanisms of fracture repair fail.

We appreciate very much the involvement of distinguished basic and clinical
experts who contributed chapters and express our gratitude to them for their dedi-
cated professionalism in finalizing this book. We acknowledge Mr. Branko Simat
and Mrs. Merana Simat for their technical supporr in this project. We also appreci-
ate the technical assistance from Ms, Ivancica Bastalic, Ms, Vera Kufner and Mr
lgor Erjavec. We thank Dr. Hans Detlef Klueber and Ms, Anke Brosius for their help
in preparing and ediring this book.,

March 2008 Slobodan Vukicevic
Kuber T. Samparh
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