Preface

Zio bialoey i3 the selentific stody of animals that live
in goos, This boolk is intended to provide students and
won professionals with an Introduction Lo zoo biology
and an understanding of the way the zoo communily
functions, In partieular it considers the role of zoos
in conservation. including education. captive breed-
ing and rescarch, along with theic obligation to
assure high standards of animal welfare, 1t was
destgned Lo meet the needs of students following pro-
grammes of study in a wide range of animal-related
subjects. ncluding animal care, animal manage-
ment, and goo biglogy, T hope it will also be useful o
zon professionals, espectally those who are in the
carly stages of thelr careers,

This is a small hook and zoo biology has become @
large subject. Moo textbook is ever perfect. | have
atiempted to include 8 wide range of toplies of inlerest
to these who elther work in zoos or aspire 1o do so.
This has meant that relatively little space has been
devoted to seme areas in order to make room for oth-
ers, | hape | have succeeded in summarising the major
principles ol gach area covered, bul in any work of
this stze the conleni is nevitably a compromise
between what 1should like to have included and what
can reasonably fit indo a relatively small volume,
Keaders may detect in the text o small bias towards my
own dreas of interest. | make no apologies for this and
hope that this book will encourage you lo develop
your swn special interests,

1 have drawn examples of good practice from zoos
around the world, but have concentrated on zoos in the
1K, Furcpe, the USA and Australasio. It goes without
saying thet this is noet because these are the only coun-
tries with good zoos. | have also discussed some of Lhe
controversy surrounding woos because it is important
to remember that some people oppose the very exist-
ence ol zoos in pelinciple and some sophisticated organ-
isations campaign vocilerously against them.

[ have made reference to a number of velerinary,
enrichment and other practices, and the use of partic-
ular drugs and other products, lechnigues and proce-
dures in zoos. This should not be taken as a
recommendation or endorsement by the author or the
publisher. T have also referred to the law in various
countries, To the best of my knowledge and beliel the
statements made were aceurate al the time of writing,
However, il is in the nature of low that it changes from
time Lo time and the reader should check authoritative
sOUrees when necessary,
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