Preface

This volume is derived from a symposium on “The importance of being small: does
size matter in biogeography?' organised during the first BioSyst meeting, which
was held in Leiden in August 2009, The idea for the symposium arose during an
informal discussion at the Natural History Museum in London. Biogeography
is now a well-established science with its own methods and tools, and a strong
theoretical frameworl. Many journals and boolcs are dedicated to biogeography,
and specific meetings are organised by the International Biogeography Society.
Nevertheless, most of the ideas in biogeography come from empirical evidence
from macroscopic organisms, whereas the spatial patterns of microscopic organ-
isms have mostly been neglected.

The aim of this book is to establish the importance of microorganisms in
hiogeography. In doing so, this book follows the stimulating discussion on the
so-called ‘Everything is everywhere' hypothesis of the last decades. Currently,
enough empirical evidence is available on the biogeography and phylogeography
of many microscopic organisms and on larger organisms with microscopic dis-
persing stages; thus, this book brings together for the first time all this information
inaunifying framework, and discusses patterns, processes and consequences,

The coverage of the taxa is broad, spanning from prokaryotes to plants, fungi,
and animals; the approaches are rather different in the different chapters, and 1
hope that readers will enjoy this book and find many inspirations for their own
research.

I am very grateful to the Systemartics Association for the opportunity to organ-
ise the symposium in Leiden and especially to Juliet Brodie, Peter Olson, Dave
Roberts and Alan Warren for their support at an early stage of the organisation of
the meeting. Other people were very helpful during the meeting, and T am very
grateful to Peter Hovenkamp for his help in Leiden. As for any meeting, its success
was due to the high quality of the speakers, and I thank them all.

During the preparation of the book, I received strong support both from the
Systematics Association, William Baker, Richard Bateman and David Gower,
and from Cambridge University Press, Katrina Halliday, Dominic Lewis and
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Megan Waddington. The contributors made a great job in providing interesting,
stimulating and easily readable chapters on schedule, and T am very grateful to
them. They also provided valuable assistance during the reviewing process. Other
people read part of the book and provided comments and suggestions, and for that
I'sincerely thank Tim Barraclough, Lars Hedeniis, Seraina Klopfstein, Petra Korall,
Marc-André Lachance, Ulrike Obertegger, Ibai Olariaga Ibarguren, Maureen
O'Malley, Albert Phillimore, Brett Riddle, Cuong Tang, Franco Verni, Martin
Westherg, Chris Wilson and others who prefer to remain anonymous.
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