Preface

Since the publication of “Biology of the Rhodo-
phyta” by Peter Dixon in 1973, red algal research
has greatly advanced and diversified. Recent find-
ings in many areas have been accomplished using
new technologies which have provided insights
beyond the realm of possibility seventeen years ago.
This book is designed to summarize current knowl-
edge of the field and provide a much needed
reference for researchers and teachers concerned
with phycology, aquatic biology, limnology, ocean-
ography and plant evolution.

The presentation is by levels of organization,
starting with cells and constituents, followed by
organisms and their growth and reproduction,
ecology, systematics and evolution. This theme
complements that of recently published books on
other algal divisions. It was not possible to cover
every aspect of red algal biclogy, and this book does
not contain applied topics. The scope and length of
coverage among the chapters varies so that both
traditional and newly emerging areas could be
included.

We are extremely grateful to the contributors
of this volume who took much time and effort
away from their busy schedules to provide chapters
and follow through with our editorial changes.
We extend our thanks to the reviewers whose help-

ful suggestions enhanced the quality of the final
presentation. The reviewers were as follows: Y.M.
Chamberlain, A.R.O. Chapman, James Craigie,
Robert DeWreede, Mathew Dring, Leonard Evans,
Paul Gabrielson, David Garbary, Sarah Gibbs, Lynda
Goff, Michael Gretz, Michael Guiry, Louis Hanic,
David Hart, Michael Hawkes, Johan Hellebust,
Max Hommersand, Donald Kapraun, Gerald Kraft,
Shigeru Kumano, Arthur Mathieson, Akio Miura,
Elizabeth Percival, Curt Pueschel, Joseph Ramus,
John Raven, |. Rueness, Joe Scott, Richard Searles,
John van der Meer, Maret Vesk, John West, Brian
Whitton, Wm. ]. Woelkerling and Hiroshi Yabu.
We extend our thanks to the many colleagues who
generously permitted reproduction of published
and unpublished material. Help in manuscript
preparation from Marion Jenkins, Kathy St. Germain
and Livia Tyler is greatly appreciated. This project
was partially supported by N.S.E.R.C. grant 0645
to K.M.C; N.S.F. grant BSR 860792 to R.G.5.; and
the Departments of Botany at the University of
British Columbia and University of Rhode [sland.
Lastly, we wish to acknowledge professional in-
spiration from Elsie Conway and Johan Hellebust
and personal support from Phyllis Taylor and Mary
Koske.



