Preface to the French edition

This book is directly based on a course that we teach at the Ecole Polytech-
nigue. We thank all our colleagues and friends there who have made its exis-
tence and publication possible:

Sylvain Blanquet, Chairman of the Biology Department, who first thought of
creating this interdisciplinary course some ten years ago, when such a project
was highly innovative. He has followed and supported the development of the
project in the context of the genomic revolution.

Jean-Marc Steyaert, our colleague at the Computer Science Department,
where he initiated the teaching of bioinformatics, and in which he remains
active. His critical attention, constant theoretical and methodological contribu-
tions, and increasing involvement in biological problematics, have contributed
in an essential way to bringing this book about, as well as influencing its
contents.

Philippe Dessen, who participated in some of the very early stages in the
teaching of bioinformatics at the Ecole Polytechnique while he was there; our
contacts with him over the years have been invaluable.

Finally, going from the stage of course-notes to a published book would not
have been possible without the decisive contributions of Jean-Paul Coard, of
Editions de I’Ecole Polytechnique, as well of those of Jean-Claude Mathieu,
Véronique Lecointe, Martine Maguer, and Frédéric Zantonio, involved in the
technical production.
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