Preface

Concern about future supplics of fresh water to society,
to meet the full range of human needs, now comes very
high on the priority list of glohal societal issues. Water
cuts across both ecological and human systems in a way
that no other resource other than energy does. It spans
from the highest watersheds to the deepest ocean, it has
constrained the development of civilizations and con-
inues to limit densities of biota including those of the
human species. Water links all the Earth’s ecosystems and
sustains agriculture, houscholds and industries, in fact
must forms of human creativity including art. The future
availability of water lies at a moving interface between
climate systems, human population size and natural eco-
systems, and it begs many questions about how and on
what basis conflicting demands of people and nature can
be lastingly resolved.
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This hook has its origins in the Foundation for Environ
mental Conservation and the International Conferences on
Environmental Future which my father (Nicholas Polumin
Senior) initiated, the first of the larter pre-dating the original
1972 United Mations Conference on the Human Environ-
ment by a year. The specific idea was to bring together many
of the hest—qualified eoologists to consider at a global level the
present and possible future stares of all the Earth’s aquatic
ccosystems. The book s dedicated to Nicholas Paolunin
Senior and Helen Polunin, who together made it possible,
and owes much also to those aquatic ecologists and many
others around the world who contributed across the many

stages of its development.
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