Preface

In the twenticth century we have witnessed a general movement away
trom the study of organisms and toward the study of processes. The old
faculties of zoology, botany, and microbiology have reorganized them-
selves into departments of genetcs, physiology, molecular biology, and
ecology. Without question, there have been some benefits. For example,
early in my carcer I remember my attention being called to a work by
Brown and Davidson (1977) showing compendon between such dis-
parate groups as ants and rodents for seeds in ‘desert systems’. The impli-
cation seems to have been that organismal biclogists (entomaologists,
mammalogists, and botanists in this case) might each have missed impor-
tant aspects of a phenomenon central to the composition of the desert
biota. A biologist more broadly trained in ecological processes would
seem to be required.

But I feel certain that the authors of that particular work on desert
ecology would join ecologists generally in acknowledging the founda-
tion of entomology, mammalogy, and botany upon which their insight
seood. Thus the declines we have witnessed in the fortunes of organismal
bislogy in the last decades are ultimately quite troubling,

This work is an unabashed advertisement for the study of organisms,
In particular, here 1 offer the great diversity of freshwater molluses as an
untapped resource for the study of ecological questions of considerable
generality and importance. It is my hope that this work will serve to open
freshwater malacology to the larger community of ecologists worldwide,
reviewing the known, and suggesting some directions for the future.
Perhaps [ can recruic a few collaborators.

The following dear friends and insightful colleagues have, in some
cases without their direce knowledge, exerted special influence upon me
in this endeavour: Fred Benfield, Ken Brown, George Davis, Sally

Dennis, Bob McMahon, Bob Ricklefs, and Amy Wethington. Others
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contributing time and intellect have included B. Dennis, P Dustan, A. S,
Harald, A, D, McCallum, B. Stiglitz, and G. T. Watters. David 5. Brown
read an early version of the manuscript to excellent effect,

Many friends have been most forthcoming with data and access to
their works both published and otherwise. Among these are K. Baba, A,
G. Eversole, M. E. Havlik, D. M. Lodge, P. Jarne, J-G. Je, E. H. Jokinen,
. Monge-Najera, G. L. Mackie, G. Majoros, B. McKillop, R. W, Neck,
T. D, Richardson, 8. Szabo, C. R. Villalobos and S-K. Wu. . J. Eernisse
was a gracious host while [ visited The University of Michigan librarses.
1 am especially indebred to S. A, Ahlstedr and 1. J. Holopainen for fur-
nishing large and valuable dara sets, and o T. Roop for his computer
skills.

This work would not have been conceived without the love and
support of my father, I, T Dillon (Sr}, for 20 years the best field assis-
tant a boy could have. It has come to fruition only through even larger
measures of the same two commodities from my wife, Shary, and my
children, Ginny and Bryan. I'll be home soon.




