INTRODUCTION

The idea for chis lavess T Bods af Dhrser ook was conceived back in 1992 a5 a result of discussions on
how best to publish the resalts of the Dorser Bird Club®s breeding bird Tetrad Sureey ¢ P987 1994, Ay
the tme, there appeared 1w be ten obviows choices, one of which was o follow the example of weveral

@

other counties, including our near neighbooes the Devon Bied Warching & Preservanion Sociery, and
praduce a book limited to the breeding birds of the county, The alternative was ta follow the Tlampshire
Orenithedegical Socicn™s example aned wse the tetrad survey resules o produce o book on e couansy’s
entire avifauna. Both aprions had obvions advantages and o

Esaclvanrages, and after moch debare irowas
degided to follow [lampshire™s path and meorporare the tertrad suevey resules intea new Book on Doeset™s
bircls,

Whether this was the I'i_!1',|'1 decisiom is L Lo others to decide, but selfice it o Sy, 1hae x.'-::-l'|'||‘i|:1'.i|||1 ol
this ook has taken cver 12 vears to complere. Doring this penod, plans and deadbnes for Anal prodoction
anel puldication bave come amd pgone, ddeas have changed, Dot ac last we seem o be oo the verge of
rh1ishing1hv sk, Tt has been rather like Snining, the Forhy Booadd '|§:|i-:_|§'.|._". cnee oite version ol The text or
the systematic list had Been complered, one or too more annual Dorser Bird Repores had appearcd ! For
reasons Uhar seem both vidy and Jogical, i was decided chas T4 wonld be che final vear for records o be
incerrperated e the muain spectes acoounes in the systemaric bst, Bven so, chis book will e weell oot of
date” betore publication, but this s inevitable given the ttme between receiving the T894 records, completing
the Tinal vesr, and poblivation, Ac attenpet as been made o inclode the meee notable records e the
period 0002002 in the main systematic lise s the major highlights of 2003 lsted separanely

With so many records o analvse and assinnlate into o book of this matore, 0 is meviable thar mastakes
and maccuracies will lave been made and possibly perpetoated From previous pablications. A considerabile
ameintn of eiferr has been made o redoce such eerors 1o minimum, bt undooboedly some will have
survived into the final texe. 16 any cerors are fonnd by readers of this book, iowould be very mnch appreciated

if corrections wore sent to the auther for use o any Farther cditions o revisions that might be pubhished.
A attenpr bas Been made 1o mive o local Teel” wo the ook by wsing, whers possilile, Dorser-based
photegraphers and arbises.
This boeok shonld be considered as ane in a series of aceonnts of Dorset's birdlife dating hack ro
Catotiraee af Bizds Cheerveel e Do ish

e, welich weas written by D B Polteney in 1799 and subseguently
s wlansel- |’|;."_,'-\_‘|1.‘.|.| 1888, Cherd Lt r.:f'.'.l'?."
CBawyn 19720 amd (e i of Dhrsee CPrendergast & Boys 198300 As sacly, ths lavest Book
has arrempred 1o build oncowhar hos gone beloee, ather than o replace them,

fillevwed by such landimark poblications as The Bivdy s aeserasd

Sreis of D

S owhar are the madn aims af the ook, Hopetully, readers will find i1 an inceresting, informative and
reasontably wecurate account of the counte's avilom, T wouold also like oo be regarded as a celebration of
Dowser™s Divdlite, and o westament o close

dividnals and organsations, past and present, who ave

contributed to the stocy avel comservation of birds within the county, Finally, looking to the futare, i s
haped that the publication of this long-awaited Book swill serve to encourage membershap of the Dorser
Bird Club and so promote it primary objective, which is toorecord and survey the county™s bords, and

proveite robwst informarion of their status o the varions conservation hodies wichin the connm,



