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The year 2003 marks the tenth anniversary of the first use of the acronym “Stat” (also
© written “STAT”) in the Scientific literature for a family of transcripticn factors which
rapidly transduce cytokine a- and growth factor- e!iciten:j signals from the plasma
membrane to the cell nucleus thereby actluatmg gene tranb:_,rlptir::n (thus, Signal
; Transn:luc&rs and Activators of Transcription). :

The only fully cumprehenswa reference for what is knowu about STAT prmeuns and

their biology, this bm:k describes the current state af ongnmg research in this broad
© area, and looks mward the future o try to predict thi _d|scm'erles that lie ahead. With
contributions fmrn the very best experts- in the fil.(.e.ld1 l:t will prave useful to both the
novice and the expert providing a didactic DUBWI'EW of the STAT tran*-u:ruptmn factor
fleld, a surnrnar:.r of past literature, current devainpments and new uncharted,
perhaps controversial, ideas and guestions about ST._E.'F activation and biclogy.



