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only took the regular course.”

What was that?” inquired Alice.
eling and writhing, of course, to begin with;, the Mock Turtle replied;
Lewis Carroll, Alice’s Adveniures in Wonderland

dock Turtle’s reply, ‘reeling and writhing’ on the one hand gives a flavour of
of the subject matter of this book and, on the ether, describes a common
on of students when faced with the concepts of DNA wopology, Since the
iption of the DNA double helix in 1953, the importance of DNA and the
atures of its structure have been widely appreciated by both scientists
and non-scientists alike. However, it has more recently become clear that there
any deformations of this model structure that have important biological

ing, knotting, and catenation. Unfortunately, a full appreciation of
ects of DNA structure requires the grasp of concepts that can prove
for both students and more advanced rescarchers. We have wrilten this

A topology. We begin with a basic account of DINA structure before
to cover DNA supercoiling, the definitions of linking number, twist
the and the free energy associaled with supercoiling. The rather maore

The final chapters deal with the enzymes that alter DNA topology
isomerases) and, most importantly, the biological significance of
gical aspects of DINA structure.
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