Preface

This boole 15 a muli-anthored account of the many-sided topie of vegertation ecol-
oy, It s usual nowadavs 1o ivelve many authers in o textbook since it s almost
impossible for one, or g few, authors to cover the full breadth of a modern Reld of
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During the development of the frst, introductory: chapter the adea grew not
omly o introduce some concepts, bur also to present some more personal views 1o
a hstonca] perspective on developments inovnoos pares of the world. In this con-
nection [ have taken the cliance 1w comment on the use (and abuse) of terms
borrowed frome other sciences and from sociery which are less appropriate Tor
vegetation coology or even ecology at large, T have also paid seme attention to topics
vither not, or only partly, covercd by the following chapters and diseuss warious
mmportant new publications which could not all be elaborated in the Individual
chapters,

Vegetation eeology is linked 1o series of other bios and geoscience disciplines
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are, af least partly, treated in separate chapters; others could only be mentioned in
passing. In retrospeet, owo actual ropics which were not reated in full in any of the
chapters, ‘pattern and process in the plant community’ and "plant functional types’
deserve special attention, and are treated in sections 115 and 116 of the introdue
tory chapter, respectively, Inorder 1o keep the book to its contracted length, we ave
cited ariginal rescarch publications anly i they were considered o be crucial and
were not covered inany generally available textbook or review article, However, in
some cxpanding fields, the literature from the 1990z and even from this century is
overwhelming and more citations were necessary here.

I have enjoved the lively cooperation of the chaprer authors and hope thar their
chaprers will he appreciated hoth as essavs in their own righr and as intrinsic parts of
thiz boole. [ ehould Tike o thanbk firse of all v wite Marijke van der BMaarel for her
continuous support and the careful copy-editing of all chaprers before they were
submitted to the publishers, T am also grateful to the following people = listed. in
chranclogical coder = whe have helped o orgamizational and rechnieal mateers on



% PREFACE

behalf of Blackwell Publishing: lan Sherman, Sarah Shannon, William Maddox,
Rosie Hayden, Cee Pike and Janey Fisher.

Finally T hope that this book will find its way across the world of vegeration
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Eddy van der Maavel

We are grateful to all of the authors and publishers who have gramted permissien for us o
reprocuce material in this book, and would be pleased o be notified of any comissions,



