Preface

The first edition of this book was used by a wide range of biologists across the world and we
had a lot of kind feedback saying how useful a book it was. In order to bring it back up to date
we produced this second edition, in which every chapter has been updated. Some chapters have
different authors. I am particularly delighted that Charles Krebs has written the mammal chapter.
He obviously has huge experience of mammal studies, unlike me. For the first edition I stepped
in to write this chapter at the very end, despite never having carried out a mammal census. Since
many projects fail through problems with planning, we have included a completely new chapter
on this subject. There is also a new chapter on sampling.

Gratis Book Scheme

The aim of the Gratis Book Scheme is to provide ecological and conservation books to those
who would otherwise be unable to obtain them. Almost three and a half thousand books have
already been distributed under this scheme to one hundred and sixty different countries. Cam-
bridge University Press will donate two hundred copies of this second edition of Ecological
Census Techniques for those outside Western Europe, North America. New Zealand, Australia
and Japan who would otherwise be unable to obtain a copy. The British Ecological Soci-
ety has offered to pay for the postage and nhbs.com co-ordinates the distribution. Please see
www.nhbs.com/Conservation/gratis-books to request a copy for vourself or someone else. | thank
the organisations involved for making this possible. If you are writing a book on conservation or
ecology that would be of benefit to others and are interested in donating books then please get in
touch with me.

Conservationevidence.com

We know that many of those who use this book are conservation biologists. The website
www.conservationevidence.com provides the evidence for the effectiveness of conservation man-
agement based on case studies and also provides summaries of the evidence. The site is open to
all to use with free access to the information. We greatly encourage readers to add to this website.
For each case the information required is what the problem is (e.g. an invasive plant is spread-
ing), what exactly was done (i.e. how it was treated and when) and the outcome (e.g. whether the
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rch 2d or what proportion of treated stumps grew back). Adding such informa-
eif we are to learn from each other. Without the documented collective experience
biologists we are wasting a lot of money and effort by repeating mistakes and not



