PREFACE

Althouph our laboratories have always been separated by thousands of miles, the two
ol us have communicated . collsborated, and competed with one anotber for aboutl 30
wvears,  The climate of inguiry at the time we started our research was such that we
wiowed ourselves as myeobactericlogists whe happened to conduet studies on Laxonoemy ,
phyziology . laboratory diagnozis, biochemistry, and immunology, rather than as
taxonomists, physiologists, ete., who happened to stady mycobacteria,  This attitude
clearly influeneed the structure and funetion of these volumes. Thuas, as we Lried

to decide which aspects of the mycobacteria o emphosize after we were invited to
underiake this project. we made the megalomaniacal decision to emphasize all aspects
of mycobacteriology .

In our allemptls Lo assess the potentinl audience for such a book, we were im-
pressed by the range of disciplines that are impacted by the feld. In addition ta
practitionars, tsachers, and students of medical microbiclogy , we expect Lthis book
to ve uselul to practitioners and investigators in the following areas:

Human medicine (infectious diseases, oncology , and tropical medicine); public
hezlth; veterinary medicine {pets, zoos, agriculture, and fisheries), medical indus
trivs (drugs. disgnostie reagents, serologic products); immunology (adjuvants, mecha-
nisms of cell mediated immunily , cancer); petroleum and lipid chemistry: soil and
woter microbiology . Although we are advocates of polvthetic toxonomy , we overcamnas
aur innate antipathy to dichotomous keys and used the key approach to organize s
book that was intended to embrance the myeobacterial universe . The first division of
the subject was into two volumes, one embracing the intrinsic propertics of the bac-
teria themsaelves, the other encompassing the interactions of the bagilli with their
hasts and natural envirenments, Further subdivision of the twe volumes into major
eatepories of information, and fairly sharply circumseribed subjects within each cate
mary, lad ta an oulline that defined more than 530 chapters. It has been our pood
fortune over the years to meet and know most of the leading mycobacteriologists in
the world, and this made it easier o seleet and get commitments from axperls in each
af the topics addrasaad in these chapters. It was our intent to invite as authors those
seientists with a history of productive investigation in the chapter areas assigned Lo
them and, thercby . lo minimize their need to review subjects in which they had not
been actively invelved. We believe we have succecded in this regard,

O price o be poid for o commitment to eneyelapedie coverape is timeliness,
Because same authors had aother obligations that interfered with their ability to meet
manuseript deadlines, other authors, more prompt with their submissions, found their
manuscripts slipping out of date, Mew deadlines were later assigned to enasble the
early hirds to update their chaplers. We Baliove we have achieved a peasonable
aompromise between timeliness snd depth and braadth of coverage. The purpose of
these valumes, then, is to pravide o very comprehensive baseline of inlormation for
tenchers, students. and Investigators in all fields upon which the myeobacteria im-
pinge, This, in turn, should provide uwseful insights into where (0 begin to a scarch
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in the current literature for the most recent information. Those whe wish to pursue
a given topic In preater detail moy sean the bibliographies of appropriate chaplers Lo
abiain a list of journals and years in which to bepin their prospestive reviews.

Clearly , the individual contributors could not be expected io agres totally with
the limits set by us on the topics for each chapter. Some overlap was inevilable. We
did not attempt {0 edit oul these cecasional redundancies of coverags, sinee lhoy might
be expacted to vield uselul perspectives derived from different peints of view.

We want to emphasize thal we tried to select as authors investigators whe were
still fully engaged in pursuit of their subjects.  After a peruszal of the biblicgraphics
i these volumes, the reader may quickly identily seminal contributions from several
investigators whom we chose not to impose upon subsequent to their formal retire-
ments, but upon whose fundamental contributions muaeh of 1he current warl has heen
buill,  Among these major forces in the field of myeobacteriology, we pay tribule to
Jobn Hanks, Gertrud Meizsner, Gordner Middlebraols, Noel Rist, Ernest H, R LRy,
and Frank . Winder,

And linally . we want to apolopgize publicly and ruefully to Beverly Kubica and
Esther Wayne for all of those lost weekends when nurturing this book inlerfered un
reasonably with nurturing our families, Mow that it's over, we hepe te rencw our
acquointonces!

George Po Kubion
Lowrence G, Wayne



