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The present review concerns Gelidium and Prerocladia, the two most diversified and’
geographically widespread genera in the Celidiaceae. Together they comprise over one hundred
species, several of which are of common occurrence in Eropical and temperate waters. Manv of them
are consplcouous membere of intertidal and subtidal communities and locally some can become dominant
because of their sizes, densities, cover or hiomass values. Several specles conscitute food for
invertebractes and fishes and a few are even consumed directly by indigenous people in different
sreas. Ower fiity of chese specles are dndustrially or domestically used in agar produccion. The

group is therefore bleloglcally and ecanomically impercant.

Because of the widespread distribuctien of several speciles of Gelldium and Pterocladia,
guantitative and qualitacive Informacion on stocks, distribuctional ranges, physialegical limlcs and
utilization of these species is widely scattered in the literature. Much of this informstion was
reviewed some years ago (Santelices, 1974). The present contribution updates that review.
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ABSTRACT

his eynopsis compiles and reviews the presently availsble information on
identicy, distribution, ecology, metabolism, life history, populatien structure,
‘productivity, harvest and culture, mansgement and utilization of the genera
Celidiom and Prerocladla {(Bhodophyta) througheut the world.




