Preface

In Mature’s infinite book of scerecy
A lietle [ can read
(Shakespeare—AN's Well Thar Endys Well))

The wide variety of polymers in Nature 'jim.p.ir].ge-s' on every aspect of our
existence, and currently exciting advances are being made in all areas of
the feld. .

It is against this background that we have outlined the present state of
knowledge of the structure, properties, and functions of these fascinating
substances. We bring together in this book the whole spectrum of different
natural macromolecules—both  organicwand inorganie—with all their
inherent variations.

The range of these natural polvmeric materials is so wide that a
complete coverage is not possible, but examples have been chosen from
each different class of macromolecules to illusirate the types of problems
which are encountered in any particular field. MNecessarly some groups
of polymers have not been included because they have not yet been
investigated in sufficient detail. for cxample, the polylipids of plants.

The book is intended as a text for undergraduates in chemistry,
biochemistry, agricultural chemistry. and related subjects, and also as
supplementary material for graduate courses on polymers. Additional
reading material 1s included in cach chapter for further study.

Finally. we are grateful to our former colleague, Dr. 1. G. Jones, for his
helpful commentary on the chapter dealing with nucleic acids.
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