Preface

One of the main objectives of this book of
readings and essays is w0 introduce the
reader to the broad panorama of contem-
porary psychology by mapping out signifi-
cant argas of research, major controversies,
and  traditional  divisions  of  the  ficld.
Anolher objective s 1o allow the reader
to encounter the challenges, surprises,
insights, and ironies that enliven the
landscape of psychology.

Cun chickens play basehall? Do some
songbirds have a Southern accent? Can
average people be talked into giving severe
clectric shocks to helpless wvictims? Are
geniuses born or made? Why do some mon-
kevs wash their vams before eating them?
s a whole brain better than hall a brain?
What is a memory? Do people learn how to
be mental patients? These questions — both
the whimsical and the serious ones—are
drawn from a few of the collected articles
(o suggest the wide range ol human and
animal  behavior encompassed by con-
temparary psvchalogy.

As in most introductions to psyvchology,
this volume s addressed 1o perennial
problems = heredity,  development, learn-
ing, and so torth —=thus suiting it for use as
i textbook or sei of supplementary readings
in a course in introductory psychology. In
form and content, however, this hook is
nat at all conventional. In general, books of
readings consist of highly technical journal
articles, written by professionals for their
professional colleagues, Their verbiage is
often impenetrable, forbidding. and dis-
couraging to the beginning student. Many
of the details so important to the specialized
worker are meaningless and boring to the
uninitinled. To circumvent these problems,
and, simultaneously, to extend the range of
coverage, [ departed from the common
procedure  of reproducing  only  entire
articles from technical journals. Instead,
wherever feasible, 1 excerpted, condensed,

and summarized. A lTew articles thal are
brief and interestingly written 1 guoted
entirely.® When articles were long, com-
plicated and/or esoteric, | described them,
or | rewrote them. In the latter instance, |
sent my rewrite o the original author and
obtained his approval.

MNor did 1 limit my selection (o technical
reports. In delineating fundamental
problems, | drew from books as well as
Journals and from historical and journalistic
and even personal documents, Also, |
asked  fellow  psvchologists to  prepare
certain articles specifically for this volume,
Furthermore, the articies | selected
unithashedly reflect the sometimes inlimale
relationships  between  psvchology  and
sociology,  biology,  zoology, medicine.
philosophy. and other disciplines. While
most of the articles presented here con-
cern recent theoretical, cxperimental, and
clinical work, some are about older con-
tributions which I feel were simply
swamped oul and thus neglected in the
flood of recent rescarch.

My own frankly admitted preference is
for articles discussing raw data that show
the variation so characteristic of behavior.
However, | did not exclude articles thi
reflect advances along theoretical or philo-
sophical lines. Although my theoretical
preferences  undoubiedly  show in com-
ments and conclusions and speculations, |
huve tried to challenge rather than indoc-
trinate readers, o invite them w develop
their own positions and to enter into psy-
chology™s lively ongoing debates, It is for
this general purpose that 1 chose to focus
altention on arcas where problems  still
aboumd.

If any guiding principle influenced the

*The sources of complete quoted articles and the
sotrecs of other extensive guotations are identifed
in tootnetes and are also included in the list of
relerences.



final selection of articles in Panorama of
Psyehology, it was a preference for items
reflecting the tremendous potential mani-
fested in the psychological domain. The
reader will find illustrations of this some-
times surprising potential in several recent
studies —for example, in sindies of earliest
infancy, in naturalistic observations of so-
called wild animals, and in reports from the
area of psychotherapy.

In preparing Panoramea of Psychology,
I also tried to keep in mind such well-
founded criticisms of psychological jargon
as these pungent observations offered by
Robert B. MacLeod in a speech to Ameri-
can Psychological Associalion members in
Los Angeles in 1964 (MacLeod, 1965).7

Do you really enjoy reading the psychological
perindicals? Can vou without blushing assign
them Lo your students? I0 you can, my point is
already made. Sociological jargon may be even
worse than ours, and interestingly enough the
linguists have recently been achieving a degree
of unintelligibility  which approaches genius,
but among the books the average student is
expected to read there are likely to be few that
are wrilten with less grace and clarity than are
the books on psvchology., Fead William James
again, il onlv 1o be reminded that literacy and
sood psychology are not incompatible [p. 349].

In addition to MacLeod's injunction.
these remarks by Peter F. Woodford {1967)
offered guidance:

All are agreed that the articles in our journals
—even the journal with the highest standards —
are, by and large, poorly written. Some of the
worst are produced by the kind of author who
consciously pretends to a “scientific scholarly”

*Terms printed in boldface tvpe are defined in the
glossary al the back of this volume.

TEach speech, article, or book cited by author and
publicaton date (ep., “MacLeod, [1965") 5z [ully
identified in an alphabetical list at the back of this
volume, References follow the style of the Publication
Meanual af the American Psvehological Asseciation,
1967 Revision,
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style. He takes what should be lively, inspirng,
and beautiful and, in an atfempt 1o make it seem
dignified, chokes it to death with stately
abstract nouns. MNext, in the name of scientific
impartiality, he fits it with a complete set of
passive consiructions to drain awsy any remain-
ing life's blood or excitement; then he embalms
the remaing in molasses of polvsvilable, wraps
the corpse in an impenetrable veil of vogue
words, and buries the stff old mummy with
much pemp and circumstance in the most dis-
ringuished journal that will tuke it Considered
cither as a piece of scholarly work or as a vehicle
of communication, the product is appalling
[p. 743].

[ scarcely hoped to achieve a model of
stylistic elegance in the present work, nor
did I expect to attain the level of excellence
and charm found in William James's writ-
ings. 1 did however try to be constantly
aware of my purpose, which was to prepare
materials designed for reading by non-
professionals. Although some jargon and
stilted language may have insidiously crept
into the following pages, 1 trust that they
are nol present in large enough amount 1o
do injury to what should be, at least accord-
ing to Woodford's standard, *lively, inspir-
ing, and beautiful.”

Avknowledgements  The writing of a
book is a sel of interpersonal relations,
the most prominent of which, at least,
should be noted. First, I am indebted to
Bonnie Fitzwater and Charles T. Hendrix
of Brocks/Cole Publishing Company for
their early espousal and enthusiastic
encouragement of the book even when it
was in its primitive, amorphous state. And
for his perspicuous editing, which trans-
formed the original manuscript into its
present” improved form, an expression of
appreciation is hereby tendered to Robert
Mann.

For a reduction of my teaching dutics
and for their general facilitation of a



research  environment at Wichita State
University, I am indebted to David
Herman, Chairman of the Department of
Psychology; Kelley Sowards, Dean of the
College of Liberal Arts; and to former
President Emory Lindquist. I also want to
express appreciation to my colleague Grant
Kenyon, with whom [ have had a fleeting,
though fruitful trade of books, articles, and
concepts. I have also enjoved sharpening
my ideas in fierce but friendly debate
with another colleague, Robert Borresen.
And I thank Robert W. Eichinger of the
University of Minnesota, Robert Grissom
of San Francisco State College, and
Edward 1. Walker of the University of
Michigan for their most helpful comments
on the manuscript.

Thanks are due to Mrs. Steve Hatfield
for her conscientious typing of the manu-
script and to Marvin Parrish for his faithful
and dependable cooperation as an assistant
and for his preparation of supplementary

materials for this book. T also thank Terry
Rae Smith for her speedy and precise work
in connection with the index.

Very  special  thanks are  gratefully
acknowledged to Mrs. Robert Snyder for
her transformation of almost inscrutable
scrawls into a meticulously typed manu-
script. Bevond that, 1 am indebted to her
for the many painstaking prepublication
details that she managed with scrupulous
exactitude,

Above all, I must express a sense of
deep gratitude to my wife, Geraldine
Allbritten Pronko, for her sustained encour-
agement, moral support, her lovalty, her
generous  indulgence of what has been
labeled a scholarly pursuit and, even more,
for her innumerable helps in preparing the
manuscript, proofing, indexing, and many
other services which summated to a near
collaboration,

‘N. H. Pronko



