A dictionary for use by students, teachers, Tecturers and resedrch
wiorkers with an interest i the narural history: of plants and animals;
This popular fieht of study has wide ranging scope and does not it
neatly into any single classical discipling; but s bést delimiicd by The
three words of the fifle ECONGE Y, evoliIion s atentaticy. Ecolopy is the
study of the complex interrelationships betwicen i IR OTEANSmE and
their ervironment Leeasysicms, communitios, populations, species,
trophiic structures; prodoctivily, energetics, dyvnamics; associations,
distribution, evelogical/behavioural physiological siraiegics el ).
Evolution encapsulates those processes producing chdnge in organisms
and groups with time (genetics, heredity, reproductive strategics,
varton, adaptaiion, selection; speciation, phylogeny ). Systematics 15
the methodology of identification. nomenclatyre, classification: and
assessient of the evolutionary relationships of species and groups: A
wide selection of statistical terms has alsa heen incorporated - fo cater
for the increasing dependence of: biology: opon guantiative method:
The style of the Dictionary is not one of etymology and strict Hmitation
of application - it is much more a working dictionary for the practising
biclogist that provides essential explanations in Jine with CUTFENL Usamels);
The great breadth of coverdpe reflects the immense scope of Inesatiure
dnd other reading material that confronts today's biologists,
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Al biologists, whether students, research workers or amatenrs, need dichionaries
and perhaps never inore than at the present e Tt is-a comman complaini;
especially among ecologists and systematists, that there 15 nio comprehensive
and up-to-date dictiondry ar present available. This virlupne should meet thiir
necds in every way."  Hifogical Convervarion

“Haw loes one adeguately judge a dictionary 7 I hive given this one three
tests, and on all it has passed with fving colouss: it defines MY et concepis
adequately and non-wutologically ; it infarmed me absut the meaning of 4
number of words whick 1 have never properily uniderstood - snd it contributed
positively to my daughier’s A-level homework.' Biofairis
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