“This magnificent book reveals the critical role of synergy in' evolution and in all of biology, including

especially in humankind. Synergy is fundamental in 0 many areas of science and knowledge. And in his

final chapter, on how to change our current dysfunctional course as a species and avoid the destruction of
our planet, Peter Corning offers us a unique and hopeful new vision.”

Anmthony Trewavas, FRS

Emieritis Professor, Institute of Molecilar Plant Science, Unversity of Edinburgh and
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“Peter Corning’s approach is wise and ha ig astﬂmshlnghr well mal:l Tha scope Df his excellent book is

broad and ambitous, running from the ongins of life to modern economics in human societes. Many of his

examples are described in clear and fascinating detail ... He writes extremely well and [ read every word with
great pleasura and interest ... L am full of admiration and strongly recommend it.”

Sir Patrick Bateson, FHS

Emeritus Professor of Biology, Cambridge University

Prasident of the Zoological Sociaty of Lendon and

the auithor of -'&rrn ng oih arsr EPh.i?I.-'IG.lH E"Fvn.lr}rn.m:u: zrud Evalution

“This iz an importa nT hook, It offers a sulutmn to a problem that kas been central to evolutionary hiolagy for
halfa century, with implications that reach down to the foundations of avulunnnar-,r theary. Corning argues
that the hune and disproportionate advantages that arise when labor is combined could account for the rise
of ever higher levels of arganization in the history of life. The book is also well written, a pleasure to read.”

Daniel W McShea
Prafeesor of Binlogy, Duke University and
G- JhIT"‘nI r.-f Hn'.rlnqyr: First Law

“Poetor Cnmmgs I:luak isa marveluus addmﬂn o the gmmng Imerature &I:mut the amerging altematwe to
gene-centric neo-Danwinism in evolutionary biology. We would not exist were it not for the cooperative
Behaviour of living organisms, from microorganisms to the largest mammals and trees. The progressive
evolution of mukiple levels of organisation in living systems has hamessed blind chance. This book tells you
o {and whyl this occurred.”

Denis Noble, CBE. FRS, FRCP, FMedSci
Burden Sanderson Chakr of Cardiovascilar Physiology, Oxtord University, Emeritus; and
author of {among otherst The Music of Life

“Evolutionis the story of the development of complex organic and social systems The key to understanding

thiz complexity, Peter Corning shows, 15 synergy — fitness-enhancing cooperation among heterogeneous

parts. Synergistic Selection draws on the broad history of evolutionary thinking and is. buttressed by

contemparary empinical evidence. It is an eloguent refutation of the standard story of ‘selfish genes.” While
abounding in biological detail, Synergistic Sefection is easily accessible to a lay audience.”

Herhort Gintis

External Professar, Santa Fe Institute and

co-author of lamong othersk A Cooperanve Species

“Peter Corning’s new book presents a grand view of evolution: and highlights the rola of synergy in thi
accelerating complexity of our modern world, From this vantage point, heis able to cast new light on some of
the major challenges of our century — from ecanomic inequality and poitical govermance to climate change.”

Geoffrey Hodgson

Research Prolessor of Business Studies, Universing of Hertfordshire
aditar-in-chief of tha Jauraal of institeticral Econemies and

authar of [among othars) Conceptualizing Capitalism

“& brilliant, timely, and much needed contritivtion.”

David Korten
eo-foindar & Board Chair of YES! Magazine and author of When Corporatiens Rule the Werld
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