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Living on the edge
Wetlands and birds in g changing Sahel
*This wr:li—.pm.duce:_i book provides a . Of the more than 500 bird species I::'reedi.ng in Europe,
ﬂe;.bc.hang.,e in our knowledge of Sahel ; 'scrw:: 1300 — 2600 million pairs altogether, about a quarter
migrants. Eminantly readable, well chosen migrate south to sub-Saharan Africa. These migrants spend
phbt'ugraphs,a f;ts_r;in.a'ti.l_'lg U CRLIR L E Lhe preater part of their life in Africa and return north to
who want ta know more ai_:p_'l.u__t:Euru'pean : breed, The Palearctic-African bird migration system draws
~ birds in the Sahel zone than they can find & LTI from Eurape, but also from Asia, even from eastern
' in European bird journals.’ - siberiz. The long-distance migrants in this vast region,
rhen h, on - British Birds - 2010 apart from those wintering in southern Asia, pour into sub-
: : i Saharan Africa, not just scattered across the continent, but
‘Living on the Edge est un livre fascinant - mainly amassing in the northern savannas and avoiding
qul suscite +'admlratinn ‘et clest blen plus : the equatorial woodlands. These savannas are dry during

quun. Iwre sur les oiseaux.” the ncrrthern winter, the last rains nf:rrmall:,r fa[l!mg in Sep-

s - Alauda - 2010 tember or October. From then on, conditions become drier
_ e e by the day, and only after most of i;he surviving Palearctic
‘Living on the Edge is a worthy suéﬁessur_'tp i bird'ﬁ have vacated the region in March-May do the first
Reg Morau's book ‘The ﬁa!ﬁeautiw'e'- new rains arrive. Hence the highest densities of Palearctic
: Afrncan Bird Mlgraﬂan Systems’ [1971}._. : birds are to be found in the most desiccated vegetated re-
It is much more detailed and scientific and, ; __n;u:rn of the northern tropics where there is little prospect
because of the high quality of its produc- - of rainfall during their stay. The main drivers of life in the
tinin, itis also a'buuk that will help many Sahel are rainfall in the short wet season, the flood extent
- non-scientists understand the mmplex of the inundated areas and the 'g-reehr‘r.esf of the vegeta-
'emlfugy uf ‘migrant birds. It deserves G tion. They are the potential key factors in the rise and fall
very widely read h]ran;,rbady interested m'_. - of miQrat_cry bird populations. The Palearctic hordes winter-

the quality of fife that we have | LRITLUIRER - ing in Africa comprise mostly waterbirds and insectiverous

+1his - 12010 passerines. For the period 1970 to 2005, a staggering 50%
= of all trans-Saharan migrants under consideration, 75 out
“Ce travail rigoureux ne peu't'éfr'e salué :' of 127 bird species, were in decline. Birds wintering in the
-_ autrem nt que par des einges ¢ northern savannas and in the Sahelian wetlands suffered

- Malimbus - 2010 . the strongest declines, The Sahel-Sudan zone clearly stands

out as a trouble zone. This book éxplains why.
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